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CHRISTOPHER ADAMS

HON. PETER T. KING
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 1996

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to one of my constituents who gave his
life in defense of our Nation. U.S. Air Force
Capt. Christopher Adams of Massapequa, NY,
tragically lost his life in the brutal terrorist at-
tack on the United States military installation
in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

A decorated officer who flew dangerous
missions following the conclusion of the gulf
war, and more recently over Bosnia, Captain
Adams, in the words of the President, ‘‘rep-
resented the best in America and gave Amer-
ica his best.’’ He did indeed.

The Korean War Memorial—one of the new-
est and most visually striking and emotionally
moving monuments in Washington, DC—
bears the words: ‘‘Freedom is not free.’’ The
terrorist attack on Dhahran drove home the
meaning of those words.

Throughout our Nation’s history, brave men
and women like Capt. Christopher Adams
have understood that freedom is not free and
put their lives on the line in defense of our lib-
erty. In a world that remains a very dangerous
place, we have great need of such individuals.

Capt. Christopher Adams died in the service
of his country and gave his life in the name of
all for which America stands. It would be a
great dishonor to his memory if, as some have
suggested, the United States withdraw from
the Middle East and other international
flashpoints, and generally turn inward, away
from the rest of the world. To do so would
only play into the hands of terrorist murderers
responsible for the Dhahran bombing. The
United States of America must continue to
play its vital role on the world stage.

I extend my most heartfelt condolences to
the family and loved ones of Captain Adams.
They will be in my prayers, as will all those
courageous and dedicated men and women in
uniform who protect our freedom and defend
our interests, both here and overseas.
f

ORANGE AND ROCKLAND
UTILITIES, PEARL RIVER, NY
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OF NEW YORK
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to recognize the Orange and Rock-
land Utilities Co., Pearl River, NY, upon re-
ceipt of the Edison Electric Institutes’ Common
Goals Special Distinction Award for outstand-
ing achievements in the field of environmental
partnerships.

O&R teamed up with the Rockland County
Association for Retarded Citizens to initiate a
highly successful recycling investment recov-
ery program, recycling more than 2,200 tons
of materials and in the process saving more
than 480,000 cubic feet of precious landfill. the
program was not only self-sustaining; it turned
a profit.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Orange and Rock-
land for their commitment and dedication to

the community. I am grateful for their continu-
ous efforts to conserve the precious environ-
ment that we live in. It is refreshing to know
that there are such companies realizing the
importance of placing equal emphasis on the
need to preserve the environment while turn-
ing a profit. I am pleased to take this oppor-
tunity to praise the employees of Orange and
Rockland who helped to implement this recov-
ery program.
f

SCANA CORP. RECEIVES THE
COMMON GOALS AWARD
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OF SOUTH CAROLINA
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Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the SCANA Corp., which serves the Sec-
ond Congressional District of South Carolina,
for receiving the Common Goals Award from
the Edison Electric Institute [EEI] last week in
Washington. The award, which was given for
outstanding achievement in the field of edu-
cational partnerships, was bestowed on the
SCANA Corp. for its sponsorship of ‘‘The
Coach,’’ a computer equipped traveling class-
room. ‘‘The Coach,’’ which is staffed with
State adult literacy specialists, travels through-
out South Carolina to offer free training to em-
ployers for the development of adult literacy
programs for their employees. In presenting
the award, EEI President Tom Kuhn noted
that, ‘‘by helping people improve themselves,
SCANA opens the way to a more highly
skilled workforce, a more competitive econ-
omy, and a better quality of life.’’

Mr. Speaker, the SCANA Corp. is to be
commended on the contributions that ‘‘The
Coach’’ has made to increasing adult literacy
in South Carolina. As it celebrates its 150th
anniversary, the SCANA Corp. can take great
pride in its history of service to the people of
the Palmetto State.
f
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OF NEW YORK
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, Raymond Torres
is a banker with long experience in the city of
Yonkers and more importantly, a man who
has given his experience and talent to the
YWCA and many other community organiza-
tions. He has instilled a keen sensitivity to the
community into his corporate activities, giving
both expertise and financial assistance to or-
ganizations who need it. His contributions
have enhanced the abilities of nonprofit orga-
nizations to provide critical services and pro-
grams for the people of Yonkers.

By his work he has helped to stabilize the
southwest segment of the city and strengthen
the city’s economic base. His community ac-
tivities also include serving as vice chairman
of the community school board. Mr. Torres,
branch manager of the Hudson Valley Bank,
and his wife Aurelia have two daughters. He
is a YWCA Man of the Year and Yonkers is
fortunate to have among its citizens the likes
of Raymond Torres.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANDREA H. SEASTRAND
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 1996

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 366, 367, 368, and 369, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present I would
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all four votes.
f

HONORING LOUIS VLAHOPOULOS

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, a community is
most fortunate when it has among its citizens,
those who make things happen. Louis
Vlahopoulos is such a person.

He emigrated from Greece in 1970 and
since his arrival operated a wholesale ice
cream distributorship, a parking and garage
repair shop and, finally, a restaurant—the Gal-
axy restaurant in Getty Square, Yonkers
downtown heart. The restaurant has grown
over the years so that five extra people are
now employed to serve all those to come to
enjoy their food and to catch up on the news
of the day.

Mr. Vlahopoulos has deeply involved himself
in community projects such as the Downtown
Yonkers Management Association. He has
worked diligently with the city to get more po-
lice in the area and to clean the streets. His
support of the YWCA has earned him the title
of Man of the Year. He and his wife have
three children. He makes Yonkers a better
place to live and work.
f

HONORING THE WHITTIER-RIO
HONDO AIDS PROJECT

HON. ESTEBAN EDWARD TORRES
OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the Whittier-Rio Hondo AIDS Project
[WRHAP], a benevolent undertaking with a
noble cause.

WRHAP, established in 1991, is dedicated
to assisting adults and children who are living
with HIV in southeastern Los Angeles County.
Its founder and current executive director is
Doris Wahl, whose son died of AIDS in August
of 1989. Since then, she has selflessly dedi-
cated enormous amounts of time and energy
in providing services for individuals with HIV
and AIDS.

As much as a support group was necessary
to help those with HIV, Doris and her staff re-
alized that this was not enough. The members
of the support group were in need of com-
prehensive HIV services, including case man-
agement, legal and psychological counseling.
Prior to these efforts, services did not exist in
the Whittier-Rio Hondo area.

In 1992, WRHAP formalized as a task force
allowing it to operate as a nonprofit organiza-
tion, and in 1993 it became a nonprofit Califor-
nia corporation allowing it to be eligible for
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